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GENERAL INFORMATION 



DAM SAFETY REGULATORY PROGRAM 
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“All dams, dikes, reservoirs and other similar 
structures, with their appurtenances,…, which, 
by breaking away or otherwise, might endanger 
life or property, shall be subject to the 
jurisdiction conferred by this chapter.”

Chapter 446j Connecticut General Statutes - Section 22a-401



DAM INVENTORY MAP
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C   – High Hazard Potential 
B   – Significant Hazard Potential
BB – Moderate Hazard Potential
A   – Low Hazard Potential
AA – Negligible Hazard Potential



Each dam has a…. 

CT Dam ID number 

Dam Name 

Hazard Class 

Condition 
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DAM SAFETY 
REGULATORY PROGRAM 



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DAMS AND FLOODING
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Ellithorpe Flood Control Dam In Stafford 



HIGH HAZARD DAM = HIGH RISK? 
Dam that are at a higher risk of failure are dams which….

Are not maintained 

Have deficiencies 

Are in poor condition 
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DAM HAZARD CLASSIFICATIONS 

AA
Negligible Hazard

No measurable damage if dam fails

Not regulated but the dam needs 
to be registered with the program. 

Inspection frequency is 
determined by the municipality. 

A
Low Hazard

Damage to Agricultural land, 
damage to paved local roadways, 

minimal economic loss 

Inspected every 10 years

BB
Moderate Hazard

Damage to normally unoccupied 
storage structures, damage to 

paved local roadways, moderate 
economic loss 

Inspected every 7 years

B
Significant Hazard

Possible loss of life, minor damage 
to habitable structures, damage to 

local utility facilities, damage to 
collector roadways or railroads, 

significant economic loss

Inspected every 5 years

C
High Hazard

Probable loss of life, major damage 
to habitable structures, damage to 
major utility facilities, damage to 

arterial roadways, great economic 
loss 

Inspected every 2 years
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Regulatory Inspections



INSPECTION REPORTS 
When a dam owner receives a NORI they must follow these steps:

1. Hire a professional engineer to inspect their dam

2. Have the professional engineer submit the inspection report 
to our program via email DEEP.DamSafety@ct.gov 
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A professional engineer will assess the condition of the dam and 
give it a hazard class assessment (if the dam doesn’t already have 
one) The professional engineer will thoroughly inspect the dam and 
take pictures of the dam. Once the professional engineer has 
inspected the dam, he/she will make recommendations on dam 
repairs and maintenance so the dam can be in compliance with 
state regulations. 

mailto:DEEP.DamSafety@ct.gov


Emergency Action Plans 



EMERGENCY ACTION PLANS (EAP) 
Owners of Class C (high hazard) or B (significant hazard) dams must 
submit an EAP for their dam. An EAP contains two parts, one being the 
procedure taken in case of dam failure and the other being inundation 
mapping. The EAP needs to be updated every two years. 
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NOTIFICATION 
FLOWCHARTS
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EAP REVIEW CHECKLIST 
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Enforcement 



SIGNIFICANT HAZARD DAMS
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Notices of Required Inspection sent in 2025 = 77 

Purpose (total # of B dams in CT = 279)
Recreation & Aesthetics = 181 
 Water Supply = 53
Hydropower = 11
Flood Control = 9 

54 B Hazard Class Dams Received a Notice of Violation in 2025 for NOT submitting an EAP. 



HIGH HAZARD DAMS
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Notices of Required Inspection sent in 2025 = 109

Purpose (total # of C dams in CT = 296)
Recreation & Aesthetics = 102
 Water Supply = 112
Hydropower = 10
Flood Control = 60

We are in the process of issuing Notice of Violations for C Hazard Class Dams. 



Court OrderNotice of 
Violation 

Notice of 
Non-

Compliance 
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FLOOD EVENTS OF 2024
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During the 8-18-2024 rain event we 
observed high flows at 13 dams. We also 
observed the damage caused by 
overtopping of the Rader Pond Dam in 
Woodbury, Wire Company Dams 2-3 in 
Seymour, and Papermill Dam in Southbury.



EMERGENCY AUTHORIZATIONS

We have had a record number of 
Emergency Authorizations in 2024 

Used when there is a dam emergency 



TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP / PROPERTY DISCLOSURE FORM 
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<- Property Disclosure Form: 2021---residential-
property-condition-report-final-revised.pdf

Transfer of Ownership ->

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/dcp/forms/2021---residential-property-condition-report-final-revised.pdf?rev=c3721b60f54147318b9c33c1a71dd0c0&hash=18BC90E1D44E8D0E320D21A319520DA9
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/dcp/forms/2021---residential-property-condition-report-final-revised.pdf?rev=c3721b60f54147318b9c33c1a71dd0c0&hash=18BC90E1D44E8D0E320D21A319520DA9


BEAVER ACTIVITIES 
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https://portal.ct.gov/deep/water/dams/dams-safety 

https://portal.ct.gov/deep/water/dams/dams-safety


INFOGRAPHIC 
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